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SHORT COUNCIL MEETING
STAFF EDITORIAL

With little of interest on the
agenda, the March 5 city council
meeting ended at 7:20 p.m. Few
people attended, but those who
stayed to the end learned that
Councilman John Paul Ledesma
and his wife are expecting their
first child in October.
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Councilman Frank Ury’s dwindling fan club. For the
first time in years, no one launched a gratuitous per-
sonal attack from the public microphone.

s One public speaker asked when the
g city will address problems of a
d neighborhood impacted by traffic

from Newhart Middle School. The
blog regretfully informs the public
that the November election is over,
and a remedy won’t likely be dis-
cussed again until the next campaign
season in 2008. The speaker referred to a petition
signed by neighbors, and she said residents have
been asking the city’s help for four years. After the
council ignored their requests for four years, did resi-
dents wanting change vote for incumbents in the No-

vember 2006 election? ~ o (O (__Frobably’

Another resident making public comments
suggested converting the Potocki Center to
an art center. He suggested a business-
minded group of interested citizens should
explore the idea.

No member of the public pulled any agenda
item for discussion, and only Council-
woman Gail Reavis wanted to talk about a proposed
“goal-setting” workshop before the council voted on

: ; it. The proposed workshop
T':rheﬂ.}ldy&gr(;;‘unne?lmn; ($39,000) and related activities

Noticeably absent at the meeting was anyone fromlma-goal setling"won(shop.($15’ooo) passed 4-1 with Rea-

vis dissenting after saying the
council wasn’t ready for such a workshop.

Anyone observing city politics during the past sev-
eral years has probably noticed the council doesn’t
need $54,000 worth of help to set goals. Ury made
clear in 2006 his goal was to knock three incumbents
(Trish Kelley,

Lance MacLean and John Paul Le-
desma) out of office. Ledesma made a
sizeable donation to Ury’s opponent
in the 2004 city race in an effort to
prevent Ury from getting on the coun-
cil. Ury has numerous times implied
from the dais he would act nicer if Ms.
Kelley would act smarter, and Kelley
and Reavis have for years regaled

(Continued on page 2)



http://PatriotPost.US/subscribe/�
mailto:carl.s@cox.net�
mailto:edt@missionviejoca.org�
mailto:katmiris@cox.net�

(Continued from page 1)
viewers with catfights during
meetings.

The pricey goal-setting workshop was also de-
scribed as group leadership development. All
five council members proclaimed during their
campaigns that they were already proven lead-
ers. Not only do they lack leadership skllls,
they have exhibited no desire g

to work as a team except when &
conspiring against each other. | |
Entire neighborhoods have A%y
learned this council has little '
interest in addressing commu- ‘.,
nity problems or protecting - :
residents’ quality of life. Why waste C|ty tax
dollars on training, particularly when these
council members failed to learn from previous
similar workshops?

As an example of the council’s problems, Mac-
Lean during the March 5 meeting essentially
asked the city attorney if the mayor can be
stripped of her title before her turn ends De-
cember 31. The city attorney said the other
council members voted to give her a turn as
mayor, and they can vote to end her turn at any
time.

A report about the high number of vehicles be-
ing stolen while parked at the mall received
little attention during the meeting. After the city
manager said the report had been written as a
result of a council request, no one from the
public commented, no
council member com-
mented and no one had
any question. The topic of
auto thefts came to the
council’s attention when
residents asked why the
public hadn’t been in-
formed of the thefts. Be-
cause no council member
asked, viewers of the March 5 meeting didn’t
learn if the report addressed the original ques-
tion of why the rash of thefts wasn’t reported in
newspapers. The city manager talked about the
report, saying anyone could look up informa-

Town Council

tion about crime by accessing the Internet, but
he didn’t address the question.
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR
CUSD PARENTS’ VICTORIES
ADD UP

" We won a small (but somewhat hollow) victory
| at the March 7 Capistrano Unified School Dis-
- )| trict board meeting. The old guard trustees ac-
£ | tually apologized for former superintendent
™\ James Fleming's actions in creating lists, as

outlined in the Waldrip Report. They then fol-
lowed that up with a unanimous vote to termi-
nate payment of Fleming's criminal defense
att or n ey f e e s

The problem is, they claim they knew nothing
about any of his actions — even though it was
widely reported in the media and parents com-
plained (loudly in many cases) about Fleming's
damaging actions. I'm sure many of you
will remember Trustee Marlene Draper's infa-
mous response during a board
meeting last summer, when parent
after parent addressed the board to
denounce Fleming's actions and
his list, which were reported in the
media. She stated firmly, "Let me
reiterate, there is no list.” Well, she
had to eat those words, and she
not only admitted the existence of at least two
lists, but she had to apologize for them as
well.

The denial from the board mem-
bers that they knew anything |§
about the lists or any other ac-
tions was, unfortunately, typical
— which is why | say this is a
somewhat hollow victory. | don't -
expect the trustees’ behavior to change. Had
they said "We refused to listen to parents when
they complained about Fleming's actions,” that
would have been true and would have gone a
long way toward restoring some trust. Instead,
they simply refuse (still) to acknowledge that
they knew ANYTHING about any of this de-
spite the media reports, the Grand Jury in-
vestigation, parent complaints, etc.
Thanks to those of you who support doing
(Continued on page 3)




the right thing, speaking up and forcing
change, however small. | hope you believe, as |
do, that small victories can add up to big
changes, so it's important to keep moving for-
ward.

Kim Lefner

CUSD Parent

A blog reader who knows a
thing or two about Target stores
says their new stores usually
open in October. He said the corporate office’s
timing gives new stores a jump start with
Christmas sales, although that might not be
Target’s underlying reason. The reader’s
speculation would fit in with comments from
Target’s spokesman regarding the new store
planned at Jeronimo / Los Alisos. However, the
spokesman announced a year ago the store
would open in October 2006. Perhaps the new
store will open in October 2007.
1 8 8.8 & ¢

Here’s news that blog readers can use. The
goal of the Computer Take-Back Campaign is
to protect the health and well being of electron-
ics users, workers and the communities where
electronics are produced and discarded. The
campaign’s goal is to require consumer elec-
tronics manufacturers and brand owners to
take full responsibility for the life cycle of their
products through effective public policy re-
quirements or enforceable
agreements. For anyone
who is interested in taking a
more in-depth look, click on
the link below or cut and
paste this Web address into
your browser:

http:/]/
www.computertakeback.com/index.cfm

Wk ok
Six months ago, some parents in
the Capo school district were
stunned to hear ex-superintendent
f James Fleming’s legal defense fees
would be paid by taxpayers. CUSD

has paid $5,033 in fees to the 69@%“!3

$400-per-hour attorney,
Ronald Brower. At the March 7

board meeting, trustees voted to stop paying
Fleming’s legal fees, which sounds like a prin-
cipled and responsible decision. The rest of the
story, however, indicates the case against
Fleming is either winding down or inactive at
this time. The trustees could vote again to con-
tinue paying if and when Brower’s services are
needed.

1 6. 8.6 & ¢

Capistrano USD trustees on ICE
March 7 announced that PIa-,
centia schools chief Dennis?
Smith is their top choice to
become the new superinten-

Smith an offer during a spe-’
cial meeting on March 12. Before his Placentia-
Yorba Linda tenure, Smith led districts in Flor-
ida, Irvine, Cajon Valley and Laguna Beach.
Smith also serves as the current president of
the Orange County Superintendents Associa-
tion.
1 8 8.8 & ¢

For unknown reasons, watch-
ers of council meetings are
getting a break from the
same three people who have
spoken at nearly every meet-
ing for years. Following sev-
eral months of a letter-writing
campaign to Saddleback Valley News, their lu-
natic ranting abruptly stopped. A bigger prob-
lem than the lunacy was their disrespect for the
truth. The noise had grown old, and they were
contributing nothing to the objective of better
government.

nonmotivational seminar



http://www.computertakeback.com/index.cfm�
http://www.computertakeback.com/index.cfm�
http://www.computertakeback.com/index.cfm�
http://www.computertakeback.com/index.cfm�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /NoConversion

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure true

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



