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Delusions end abruptly
Staff editorial

Several candidates who ran for
council seats in November
wrapped up their campaigns by
thanking those who helped them.
Some sent letters of gratitude to
supporters. Incumbent council
members Trish Kelley and Lance MacLean threw a
party for themselves — a bad one, according to those
who attended and hadn’t voted for either of them.
One such attendee said, “Despite being a free party,
it was so bad we left early.”

One unsuccessful candidate took the high road by
sending notes to his campaign workers, saying he
thought everyone had done all they could. This is in
sharp contrast to the reaction of another
unsuccessful candidate, Diane Green-
wood. A month after the election, the rag- A '
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ging continues following her unraveled g
Grab this seat Diane!

attempt to grab a council seat.
Before Election Night was over, someone in

Greenwood’s camp sent an email to sup-
porters of other candidates — “Hello, you
lost!” The childish tactics continued with
.- | Greenwood’s supporters sending letters to

the editor blaming everyone else for their candidate’s
failure to attract votes. With the final tally, MacLean
had 94 more votes than Greenwood, ending her
threat to unseat him. The relative quiet following the
election shouldn’t be mistaken as peace. The Green-
wood gang that behaved so badly during the cam-
paign is likely reloading instead of folding.

As mentioned on last week’s blog, another casualty
of the city election came in the form of four council
members’ decision to deny Councilman Frank Ury a
turn at being mayor. In a conversation immediately
following the Nov. 7 election, Ury revealed to two po-
litical players that he suspected he would be by-
passed after his failed attempt to get rid of the three
incumbents. Another council member who may have
felt bypassed was Trish Kelley, whose close friends
incorrectly announced prior to the Dec. 4 council
meeting she would become the next vice mayor.

Other monumental egos toppled as
votes were counted on Nov. 7. Un-
successful candidate Bill Barker was
barking loudly during his campaign
that he was about to become “one of
the most powerful people in Mission
Viejo.” Confident he would win,
Barker claimed he would also be-
come the next vice mayor. Residents who have spo-
ken with Barker following the election said he’s so
distraught over his loss he's talking about moving.
(Continued on page 2)
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(Continued
from page 1)
Justin McCusker disappeared after Nov. 7. As
one of the most amazing campaign statements,
he billed himself as “the most qualified candi-
date running for city council.” If McCusker has
the good fortune of selling his house, which
has been on the market for months, maybe he
could become the most qualified person run-
ning for city council elsewhere.
Perhaps McCusker and Barker
could team up again and dazzle
another community.

COMMENT ON AFFORDABLE
HOUSING ISSUE

Elizabeth Yaeger's idea [letter to the blog pub-
lished last week] to solve the low-rent housing
problem is the best one | have heard yet. When
the city approves a zoning change, it is a gift to
the property owner. When the city permits a
board-and-care facility to be placed in Mission
Viejo, it is a gift to the homeowner. The profits
in these places are huge. A bed rents from
$3,500 to $4,000 per month, TIMES FOUR resi-
dents, equals $14,000 to $16,000 per month
with costs somewhere in the $8,000-per-month
range. These "gifts" need to be repaid to our
city.

Carl Schulthess

Former Mayor Lance MacLean was
quoted in the Dec. 15 Saddleback Valley
News: “l want residents to trust me to
listen to their thoughts and issues.” Isn’t
it a little late for that? MacLean an-
nounced from the dais shortly after his first win
in 2002 that he would use his own ideas de-
spite what residents tell him. He did admit in
the recent SVN story that the recent election

was a wakeup call for him. Mission Viejo has
59,563 voters, and only 8,574 of them voted for

MacLean.
' & 6 & & ¢

Councilwoman Gail Reavis, who became
mayor on Dec. 4, was also quoted in the
Dec. 15 SVN. Among her puzzling re-
marks, she mentioned revisiting the is-
sue of burying power lines. If voters agreed on
undergrounding the lines, Diane Greenwood
could have been elected on Nov. 7 as a one-
issue candidate who wants to bury the lines.
Anyone who would like to discuss the issue in
a responsible manner should first identify the
source of funding — up to $100 million — to bury
the lines. To pretend Santa Claus or the power-
line fairy will pay for it is ludicrous. Homeown-
ers in north Mission Viejo were asked in 2004 if
they’d like to pay for the project as a special
assessment district, and they said no. The Cali-
fornia Public Utilities Commission also decided
in 2004 that ratepayers
don’t have to foot the
bill. What’s left -
having the city pay
for it? Put it on the
ballot.

L. 8.0 8.6 ¢

As a legal matter, ballot measures re-C>
quire specific statements of cost and who %
will pay. Power lines not only run across

north Mission Viejo, a second string cuts
across the south part of town and a third runs
through Aegean Hills. If Mission Viejo has rep-
resentative government, let the people decide.
If the cost and who will pay are publicized, the
issue would abruptly end. That’s precisely what
happened in 2004 when north Mission Viejo
homeowners rejected the special assessment
district with 84 percent against and 16 percent

in favor.
' 6 6. 6.8 ¢

The Winter 2006/2007 issue of the city newslet-
ter, “City Outlook,” contained yet another puff-
piece update on the Mission Viejo Community
Foundation. The organization held a golf-outing
fundraiser on Sept. 11 but failed to disclose
financial information beyond “$54,000 in gross
revenues.” With two months to figure it out,
someone should have had time to subtract ex-
penses from $54,000 to report the difference.
As an ongoing problem, the foundation counts

(Continued on page 3)
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as revenue any in-kind donation of goods and
services, as well as city grants, thus far ap-
proximately $400,000 in taxpayer dollars. If the
foundation is unable to cover operational ex-
penses including its overpaid executive direc-
tor, the city must stop subsidizing this organi-
zation.

1 8. 0.8 & ¢

The “Outlook” also contained an article about
coyotes. Ironically, “Living with Coyotes” ap-
pears alongside “Share Our Love of Animals.”
Are residents aware coyotes are being shot in
Mission Viejo? Meanwhile, the rabbit popula-
tion is thriving in some neighborhoods. With
the balance of nature upset by the selective
elimination of natural predators, is anyone sur-
prised at the abundance of rabbits?

Rather than involving homeowner

associations and city gov-
ernment to control the rab-
bit population, why not let '
the coyotes handle it? -

1 0.8 .8 & ¢

Missing from news coverage is the
number of drug houses thriving in
Mission Viejo. Numerous residents
have reported information to the
blog - dealing, marijuana farms,
traffic in otherwise quiet neighbor-
hoods and greenhouses in yards
and attics. Except for the large operation dis-
covered adjacent to Stoneridge Homeowners
Association near Olym- )

piad and Alicia, no one

is minding the farm, so

to speak.
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FYI—
In one 24 hour period from 12/16/06
12:05:22am thru 11:51:44pm—OC Sheriffs
reported receiving 70 calls in Mission Viejo
of those 70:
7— Vandalism
14—disturbance
17—Traffic related
14— Theft related
5—911 hangups
2—battery/keep the peace
2—Fraud
1—found property
2—assist citizen
3—outside agency assist
1—suspicious person reported
2—follow up reports
1—Welfare Check (check on person(s)

Neighborhood g Waich
Alert Bulletin

Auto Burglaries have occurred in many areas.

Help Us Keep Your Property Safe!

Always keep your vehicles locked...
« In your driveway
+ On the street
« Everywhere!

Always remove...
« Everything of Value...
Laptops, cameras, ipods, purses, wallets,
checkbooks, sunglasses and spare change

Stay aware while...
+ Walking, riding, driving and shopping

Please help us get the word out!

Don't Become A Victim

Report suspicious activity...
Call the Orange County Sheriff's Dept.
770-6011 or for crimes in progress





<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /All

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Warning

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJDFFile false

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments false

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /Description <<

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000500044004600206587686353ef901a8fc7684c976262535370673a548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200208fdb884c9ad88d2891cf62535370300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef653ef5728684c9762537088686a5f548c002000700072006f006f00660065007200204e0a73725f979ad854c18cea7684521753706548679c300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /FRA <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020b370c2a4d06cd0d10020d504b9b0d1300020bc0f0020ad50c815ae30c5d0c11c0020ace0d488c9c8b85c0020c778c1c4d560002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken voor kwaliteitsafdrukken op desktopprinters en proofers. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /PTB <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents for quality printing on desktop printers and proofers.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /NoConversion

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /NA

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure true

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles true

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /NA

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



